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Oct. 24: Hundreds of Peruvian public school teachers completed the fourth day of a hunger strike
to protest President Alan Garcia's recent announcement of a 30% across- the-board wage increase.
Secretary General of the Peruvian teachers union (Sindicato Unico de Maestros de la Educacion
Peruana-SUTEP), Olmedo Aurich, said that the announced wage hike is adequate, both in terms
of compensating for consumer price inflation, and in meeting teachers' expectations. He said
SUTEP would execute a 48-hour strike on Oct. 27-28. SUTEP is also demanding the reinstatement
of 17 teachers, recently dismissed by Education Ministry authorities. Oct. 27: More than 30,000
public school teachers in Lima began a 48-hour strike. The teachers joined employees of several
government ministries, some of whom have been on strike for over a month. According to Labor
Ministry statistics, 13 indefinite strikes were launched in the last three months, in addition to dozens
of minor conflicts and street confrontations between protesters and police. Since September, the
following government departments have been affected by strikes: economy, labor, education,
agriculture, transportation and communications, justice, and armaments production. State employee
unions are members of the Intersectoral Confederation of State Workers (CITE). Leaders of the
influential General Confederation of Peruvian Workers (CGTP) announced that it was considering
a two-day general strike to protest low salaries and the government's lack of interest in meeting
workers' demands. The CGTP is reportedly controlled by the Communist Party. Oct. 28: SUTEP
leaders said 90% of all Peruvian public school teachers had participated in the 48-hour strike.
On Wednesday evening, teachers organized marches in Lima and several other cities, and were
accompanied by representatives of CITE unions. The public health workers union announced that
if their wage demands are not met, they will launch an indefinite strike next week. (Basic data from
several reports by AFP, Prensa Latina)
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